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DC Liable on Sexual Assault Claim

10 Year Old Boy is Sexually Assaulted at Camp Operated by DC

BY MARGI BANNER

federal jury n the
District of Columbia
awarded 3550000 w a

boy who claimed he was sexu-
ally assaulted by anocther boy at
a camp. The camp was operat-
ed by the Distnct of Columbia.
Planuff child was a
10 year old male who anended
an overnight camp in
Scotland, Maryland. The
camp was owned and
operated by
Defendant Disirict o
Columbia. During  the

boy's stay al the camyp, plaintiff
claimed that defendant’s coun-
selors routinely left campers,
incleding plaintiff, alone and
unsupervised in their cabins.

The counsclors often left
another 12 vear old (the “perpe-
trator™) in charge of the
younger campers,  Plaintiff
alleged that the perpetrator was
known Lo the counselors to be a
bully and aggressive. The per-
pewrator required supervision
for his behavior 5o he did not
hurt someone else. Plainuff
claimed that at beast three of the

campers, including plaintiff,
were sexually abused by
the perpetraior (oral sex-
ual abuse and sodomy)
while the counselors
were away from the
camp. When camp ended,
one of the abused campers
immediately reported the sexu-
al abuse 1w his mother and
charges were filed. Plantff did
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not peport the incident to his
mother until two vears later, at
which time plaintff sought
damages from  defendam
through this court action.

Plainuff alleged that
defendant was aware of the
perpelralons aggressive person-
ality and that he needed super-
vision, Therefore, it was fore-
ceeable that abuse such as this
could happen. Planiff claimed
emaotiona] distress as a result of
the abuse,

Defendant  did ot
concede  that the ncident
occumed. However, defendant
asserted that, if the abuse did
gocur, the incident was not
foreseeable and it was not rea-
sonable 1o think that the perpe-
trator would have engaged in
sexual assaulis of the campers
Defendant also argued that
plaintiff had sigmficant preex-
isting emotional difficulties as
a result of being in foster care.

INJURIES: Sexual abuse and
emoltional distress,

VERDICT: $550.000.

For full details, see page 9.
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District of Columbia
United States District Court

DC to Pay Damages to Boy
Sexually Abused at Camp

Case Caplion:
Jacqueline K. Indivadually, and as Guardian of Her Minor Son
“Ronnie™ v. Distnict of Columbia

Verdict: S550,0:00
Judge: Richard W. Roberts
Date of Verdict: GIA2005
Allorneys:
Flaintifl: Douglas E. Fierberg, Washington
Peter C. Grenter, Washington
Defendant: Robert A, Deberardiniz, Jr., Washington

Leticia L. Valdes, Washington

Facts: A federal jury in the District of Columbia awarded
5550000 to o boy who clamed he was sexunlly assaulted by
another boy ai a camp. The camp was operated by the District of
Columbia.

PlainniT child was a 10 vear old male who attended an overmight
camp in Scotland, Marytand. The camp was owned and operated
by Defendant District of Columbia. Dunng the boy's stay at the
camp, plaintiff claimed that defendant’s counselors routinely left
campers. including plamtiff, alone and unsupervised in their cab-
ins. The counselors often lefi another 12 vear old (the “perpetra-
tor’”) in charge of the younger campers. Plainufl alleged that the
perpetrator was known to the counselors (o be a bully and aggres-
sive. The perpetrator required supervision for his behavior so he
did not hurt someone else. Pluntf claimed that at least three of
the campers, incleding plaintill, were sexually abused by the per-
petrator {oral sexual abuse and sodomy) while the counselors were
away from the camp. When camp ended. one of the abused
campers immediately reported the sexual abuse to his mother and
charges were fited. Plaintaff did not report the incident to his moth-
er until two vears later, at which time plaintiff sought damages
from defendant through this coun action,

Plaintifi alleged that defendant was aware of the perpetrator’s
aggressive personality and thai he needed supervision. Therefore,
it was foresecable thar abuse such as this could happen. Plainnfl
claimed emotional distress a5 a resull of the abuse,

Defendant did not concede that the incident cccurmed. However.,
defendant asserted that. if the abuse did occur, the incident was not
foresecable and it was not reasonable (o think that the perpetrator
wolild have engaged in sexual assaults of the campers. Defendani
also argued that plantifl had significant preexisting emotional dif-
frculties as o result of being in foster care and also suffered from
ADHD, ax well as separation and anxiety disorders. According 1o
defendant, because of plaintifi”’s prior emotional problems, it was
nol possible to determing the extent of damage from this alleped
incidence of abuse,

PlainthT Profile: Plamiff was a 10 vear old male.

Alleged Injury: Negligem supervision resuling in sexual abuse
and emotional distress.

Jury Deliberations: 4.5 hours
Insurance Carrier:  Self-insured
Expertis):
Pladnuifl: Carlona G, Milex, MDD,
Psychiatrist - Washingion, DC
Richard B. Edelman, Ph.D.
Economist — Bethesda, MD
Defendant: Abyssinia L. Washingion, Ph.D.

Psvehologist = Washington, DC

Case Number: WITHHELD

District of Columbia

Disabled Prisoner Wrongly
Incarcerated Settles Claims

Case Caption:

Joseph 5. Heard v. Government of the Distnct of Columbia and
Center for Comrectional Health Policy and Studies, Inc (CCHPS)
Seltlement: 51,740,000, Breakdown: $1, 100,000 plus
reasonable costs and attomey fees from
Defendam District of Columbia and
S640,000 from Defendant CCHPS
{medical services provider)

Judge: Colleen Kollar-Kowelly



